Clinical funding for geriatric fellowship programs.
The Medicare program provides the largest single source of funding for the clinical portion of housestaff training programs. Despite the fact that the clinical training in geriatric fellowship programs focuses heavily on the care of Medicare recipients, the proportion of funds supporting geriatric fellowships that is derived from Medicare is actually smaller than that of most other fellowship programs. Legislation passed by Congress in 1986, and just recently implemented, creates an opportunity to increase Medicare funding for geriatrics. Those concerned with geriatric fellowship training must have a clear understanding of how Medicare funding for graduate medical education will occur under the new legislation if the opportunity is to be used effectively. Finally, other barriers created by general pressures on housestaff budgets that may interfere with capitalizing on the opportunity are discussed.